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General approach and concept 

This design seeks to offer a setting, in both place and space, for the 
cultural and social life of Beirut. 
It is intended to be an open building, which should invite active involve-
ment by people from all aspects of Lebanese society. 
We have conceived of the House of Arts and Culture as a very public 
urban building with direct links to the nearby public square. Strongly 
rooted in the urban fabric of the city, the building is to offer easy access 
to art and culture and is aimed at diverse groups of domestic and inter-
national users.
Acting as a stage itself, the building will specifically be there to attract a 
young and vibrant [inter]national art scene.

The little Square in front of Bacri House will act as the connection be-
tween the House, the nearby Place d’Etoile and the adjacent urban 
surrounding. The visitor’s entrance to the building is via a broad open 
staircase leading to the main plateau which will serve as the counter-
part to the public space outside.

The spatial strategy of the building uses a number of sculptural volumes. 
These spaces refer to one another by enclosing what we conceive of 
as an urban interior. A variety of vistas will visually link this core space 
to the exterior urban context and thereby strengthen the relationship 
between the building and the city.
These volumes express a welcoming to the historic city centre while 
simultaneously offering a protective face towards the busy Ring Road 
where a solid cantilevering form acts as a shield preserving a calm and 
relaxing space in between.

Site plan 1:500

Underground parking 1:500

Level 1 1:500

public realm urban interior

public square three dimensional network
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